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Overview

The interim assessments are one component 

of the Smarter Balanced assessment system 

and are designed to support teaching and 

student learning throughout the year and 

provide information to inform instruction. 

The items are developed under the same 

conditions, protocols, and review procedures 

as those used in the summative assessments. 
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Smarter Balanced

A Balanced Assessment System

Common 

Core State 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college 

and career 

readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 

schools have 

information and 

tools they need 

to improve 

teaching and 

learning

Interim 
assessments 

Flexible, open, used 
for actionable 

feedback

Summative 
assessments 

Benchmarked to 
college and career 

readiness

Educator resources for 
formative assessment 

practices
to improve instruction
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Interim Basics
 Available on demand

 No cost to schools

 May be used in grade levels other than 

enrolled grades 

 Same accessibility options as the end-of-the 

year summative

 No limit to the number of times they can test

 Non-secure item bank: educators may 

access questions and student responses
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Two Types 

 IABs (Interim Assessment Blocks)

 Small sets of related concepts

 Provide detailed information for instructional purposes

 Electronically scored (except some performance tasks which 

require local hand scoring)

 ICAs (Interim Comprehensive Assessments)

 Same content as summative on a smaller scale

 Two parts

 Electronically scored section

 Performance tasks which required local hand scoring

 Both parts must be completed before scoring and reporting
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Recommended Steps for Use

After loading the secure browser

 IABs (except performance tasks)

 IAB performance tasks (after hand scoring training)

 ICAs (after hand scoring training)
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Examples of the Use of IABs

−A teacher recently changed his instruction 

to emphasize reading informational text. A 

block is used to augment his formative 

information regarding the degree to which 

students learned the skill he emphasized.

−A team of teachers uses a block to become 

informed about how a group of students is 

performing in geometry before and after 

instruction.
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Math
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IAB NAME
3 4 5

Operations and Algebraic Thinking   

Numbers and Operations in Base 10   

Fractions   

Geometry  

Measurement and Data   

Grade



Math
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IAB NAME
6 7

Ratio and Proportional Relationships  

Number System  

Expressions and Equations  

Geometry  

Statistics and Probability  

Grade



Math
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IAB NAME
8

Expressions and Equations I 

Expressions and Equations II 

(with Prob/Stats)


Functions 

Geometry 

Grade



ELA Literacy
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IAB NAME
3-7 8

Read Literary Texts  

Read Informational Texts  

Brief Writes  

Revision (Edit/Revise for Gr 8)  

Language and Vocabulary Use 

Editing 

Listen/Interpret  

Research  

Grade
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MontCAS Contacts
Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist, ELP and MSAA 
406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
406-560-2060  pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations
pschultz2@mt.gov

Jessica Eilertson, Transitional Assessment Director
406-444-3511   jeilertson@mt.gov

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director
406-444-3656, jsnow@mt.gov

Montana Help Desk:  montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
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